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101h December 2024 

RE: Application by EPL 001 Limited for an Order Granting Development Consent for Stonestreet Green Solar 

This is a written representation provided on behalf of the British Horse Society, the UK's largest equestrian charity 
with 125,000 members representing the country's 3.2 million horse riders. 

There are over 40,0001 horses passported to residents living in Kent, with an economic contribution of over £285 
million per annum2 to the economy, much of which is spent locally (livery yards, farriers, vets, feed and hay, etc.). 
Whilst walkers have 100% of the public rights of way (PROW) network, in Kent horse riders have just 16.7% 
(carriage drivers substantially less). Increasing pressure for development of houses, industry and massive 
infrastructure projects such as this make even fewer of those bridleways and byways available and/or safe. 
Traffic increases arising during, or as a result of, new development mean roads become even less safe for 
horse-riders and carriage-drivers to use in order to access the few traffic-free routes that exist for them. 

Contrary to NPPF paras 96(cl, 102 and 104, it seems that this application does not seek to enable or support 
healthy lifestyles nor protect or enhance local public rights of way, indeed rather the opposite. 
We would suggest, as we did during the consultation phase, that a perimeter bridleway should be provided for 
the duration of the solar panels being located in this area. There may be pinch points where an optimum width 
could not be achieved but this is acceptable provided that visibility is good. This would go some way to 
mitigating for the impact on local vulnerable road users such as horse riders, walkers, etc. 

It has previously been suggested that there are very few horse riders in the area and so they were not 
considered a priority. Further research has indicated that there are indeed a significant number of equestrians 
in the area. Attached to this response is a map provided by a local rider showing the location of equestrian 
yards within the vicinity. One might reasonably assume a minimum number of 3 horses at the smallest yards 
and, potentially, 20 or more at the larger yards. 

On the SSG Construction Traffic Routing and crossing plan (Figure Al) byway AE396 is shown as having three 
crossing points identified (we believe one, and certainly no more than two, should suffice). I understand that it is 
proposed that the public will be made aware of crossing traffic by lights and noise. This is not appropriate close 
to a public highway used primarily by walkers and horse riders. If these routes are to be crossed by 
construction traffic, the banksman in place should stop the construction traffic while the PROW user continues 
with their journey, Following construction, traversing of the byway by site traffic needs to be strictly controlled in 
such a way as to ensure the byway surface is not affected adversely and nor is user safety. The byway should 
not be surfaced with a sealed surface as this would invite increased use by even more vehicular traffic. 

1 DEFRA Fol April 2027 
2 BETA 2023 
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Further, Laws Lane appears to be similarly impacted. Laws Lane is currently a quiet country lane forming part of 
a hacking route popular with riders, often used in conjunction with Bank Road, byway AE396 and Frith Road to 
form a circular route. This will also be seriously impacted by crossing construction vehicles and displaced traffic 
from Aldington heading to the A20, further degrading the amenity of horse users . 

The siting of battery storage appears to include locations adjacent to the byway. This produces a fire risk. Apart 
from the immediate health and safety risk, such fires are very difficult to control, produce high levels of toxins, so 
closure of all public access may be required. In addition, access routes may be severely damaged by 
operations to attend the fire. 

The BHS advice note in respect of solar farms is provided at the end of this letter and we would like to see these 
recommendations taken into account. 

At the initial consultations, we expressed a willingness to work with the applicant to ensure the best outcome for 
equestrians and this willingness remains. 

Yours sincerely 

Access Field Officer (London & South East) 
Email : bhs.or .uk 
Tel: 
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Advice on 
Solar farms near routes used by 
equestrians 

The 
British 
Horse 
Society 

The law and manage ment of public access rights vary wldel'y between t he f our 
countries of the Un ited Kingdom. Practical elements of t he following ad·vJce 
appl·y In all countries but the legal r eq uirements In SCotland and Northem 
I re land may d iffer from those In England and W ales. 

More advice Is available on www.bhs.org.ul(/accessadvlce. 

IMPORTANT This guidance Is general and does not aim to cover every variation In 
circumstances. Where It Is being relied upon, The Society recommends seeking advice 
sped flc to the site. 

Contents 
Prl.ndples of solar generation ........................ .. ... . ... .... . ................... ... . .... ... . ............ 1 
Considerations for a solar farm development ..... ... .................................... ................ 3 

Constructfon ..... ..... .... ........ ....... ........ ........ ... .................................... ............ .... 4 
Ora1.nage ... ....... ..... .... ........ ....... ........ ........ ... ............................ .................... .... 5 
Fencing ..... ....... ..... ... ......... ....... ................ ............................... ................... ..... 5 
Security .... ....... ..... .... ........ ....... ................ ............................... ................... ..... 6 
Alternative or addltlonal access .... ................ ............................... ................... ..... 6 

Planning conditions .... .... ........ ....... ................ ....................................... ........... ..... 7 
Battery storage .... ..... .... ........ ....... ................ ....................................... ........... ..... 7 

Wher-e solar farms are proposed, the potential Impact on horses should be considered on 
any route used by them - Including byways, bridleways, roads and permissive routes -
which may be affected, and on equestrian businesses where horses are kept or trained. 

Whtie sympathising with views of local people against change of a rural landscape to fields 
of solar panels, the Society Is aware that r-etalnlng the view or the experience of a more 
natural environment Is rarety a 'materlal planning consideration' with any weight to 
prevent such a development, therefore, the 5oclety·s work Is most likely to focus on 
o;::1tn l.ng 0'1H"'t.trf;::1n ;.~t. from tho rtovolnri,m~nt, :iinrt m l.t lg;i.t lon nf It<. offort on O)(ktfng 

bridleways or byways. 

Principles of solar generation 
Electricity Is generated from solar panels by daylight rather than direct sunlight and, with 
the Improvement In solar panel technology, the Intensity of the dayllght In much or Britain 
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Apr-24 Solar farms 

and l r"eland Is capable of producing levels of electricity for' solar farms to be vlable even 
on overcast winter days. 

A solar farm Involves the Installation of solar photovoltaic panels on open land, usually 
that which Is relatively even across the site, to avoid having to compensate for 
undulations, which would require greater' spacing between rariks of panels. Flat land Is 
more llkely to be used than a hlllslde for ease of lnstaUatton, maintenance and to reduce 
visual Impact. 

Standard photovottalc panels are fixed on frames mounted on vertical supports. Their 
height above ground Is usually up to 3m, but designs are changing In this rapldty 
progressing Industry. They aS'E! designed to abso,b rather than renect light for efficiency 
(renected fight Is wasted energy) and although the amount of reRectton varies with the 
component mate,lals and the angle, the Incidence of glare or dazzle Is very low compared 
with glass and wlU not be uniform throughout a period of suntght, assuming that the 
panel Is statfc. Any reflection Is unlikely to be a direct problem to hor'Ses, rides'S or 
carriage-drivers because of the angles and distances Involved. The panels wlll also be 
constructed to avoided over-heating, because this too would be wasted energy. 

R.cinks of I.inked pcin~ls, c.1:11ta! cirn,ys, cire c1Ugna! for o ptimu m exposurt! to sunlight by 

their orientation and angle to the sun. Small developments may track the sun and change 
angle to optimise solar gain but this Is not cost-effective In large commercial 
developments so panels will normally be fixed facing south ard tilted at approx:lmately 45 
degr-ees. The arrays wlU be spaced at two to three times their height to avoid shading at 
any tfme of year. The whole site Is likely to be fenced for security and may also be hedged 
for screening If required by planning conditions. 

The static panels do not make any noise or movement and require very little 
maintenance, other than cleanlng and vegetation control. 

Rain hitting the panels wlU make a gentle sound which may bt lost In the general ambient 
noise In those conditions, although, obviously, the greater the extent of panels, the 
greater the cumulative effect of the noise may be. 

There ar-e no moving parts °' machines except for Inverters 'MIich produce a low 
humming sound and are housed In small buildings, which can be constructed to minimise 
transfer of sound. 

Depending on the previous use of the land and Its quality, It may become grassland that 
can be used to graze sheep or poultry to reduce the need for ·,egetatlon cutting. Some 
land Is deliberately managed to Increase biodiversity, and sum sites can be ve,y beneficial 
to nature as a result. 

Solar farms are relatively straightforward to build lnvolvlng erecting the frames which 
hold the panels, trendles for cabling and small buildings to hcuse Inverters. Tracks may 
be bullt to facilitate vehicle movements around the stte du,lng construction or for 
subsequent maintenance. 
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The frames to support the photovoltaic panels are piled Into the ground and can be 
removed when the farm Is decommissioned. Tht plllng operation Is generally the most 
Intrusive part of the bulld p(Oject. As a steady and predictable sound, It Is unpleasant, but 
I~ unl.lkGly to bG partlcular1y dl~r-,ai;$"1ng to hor'S"or., al thoogh p r'OVl$"10n of an a.l t,u·natlve 

route when piling Is close to an equestrian route may be needed. 

In some clrc.umstances, such a.s presence of archaeological Interest, the frames may be 
mounted on concrete blocks on the surface, but the cost Is likely to make the project 
unvlable so Is rare. 

Trenches run between the arrays and cany cabllng to an Inverter bulldlng whtre the 
direct current produced by the panels Is converted to alternating current and fed to the 
Natlonal Grid. 

Considerations for a solar form development 
As part of the planning process, the developer will conduct a ,ange of studies, typically to 
find out about the existing ecology and other aspects of the site. The effect on public 
rights of way should be lnduded In these studies. The results and the d~lgn for the solar 
farm wlU make up the planning application so you can see at that stage whether the 
Impact on r"lghts of way has been accommodated. 

The llfe of a solarfarm Is usualty 25 years, often with an option to renew for a further 
period, although some pfanntng permission wlU spedfy a retum to original use without 
extension. 

Tne construction pnase or an average 40-acre Site 1s likely to oe arouna 16 wEeks. Over 
this period there would be up to 100 lony deltveries to the site. There wlU be some 
construction nolst, but less than for many other types of developments. Components are 
not la,ge so abn0<mal load vehlcle:s should not be required. 

Sola, farms are usually secured by fencing whlO"I may lndude hedge screening. The most 
common type of fencing In use Is open mesh 1.8 to 2m high, which Is the least lntrustve 
and this can be stipulated In the planning pennlssion. 

After construction, ttafflc to the solar fa,m wlll te mlnlmal, with occasional maintenance 
visits and gfOund maintenance (mowing o, g,azing). If the site Is cu((ently fanned, 
usually It Is maintained so that It can revert to agriwlture aft:e, the ltfe of the sola, fa,m. 

Planning authorities wUI no,maUy ,equl,e that a proposal wlU minimise dlstu,bance to 
agricultu,al land and be mindful of visual Impact on any brownfield o, ag,lcultural site. As 

even la,ge solar ranns as-e conslde,ed temporarv, all the stfuctures and any wo,ks (such 
a.s ttacks) must be capable of ,emoval ot ,eve,sible. 

Vehlcula, access to the a"ays wlU be conttolled to prevent c,lmlna.l removal of panels. 
Security lighting and came,a.s a.,e also llkely to be Installed; however, such measures 
usually use lnfrar-ed to avoid vi sible light a.nd Ug1i t pollution. 
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Factors which could affect equ~trians and should be considered during the planning 
phase as-e : 

• Construction 

• Drainage 

• Fencing 

• Security 

• Additional access opportunities 

Construction 

Consttuctlon traffic wlll aeate many vehicle movements, relative to the size of the site, 
but Is likely to be much greater on some days than others. A traffic effect plan should be 
produced during the planning appllcatlon which should take Into account the safety of 
us~rs of rights of way both on aM adJac~nt to Ill~ slM and on roads usM In tM locality. 
Traffic can be resttlcted by planning conditions to normal wotklng hours, avoiding the 
early mornings, evenings arid weekends when equestrians are most likely to be out. 

Bridleways, byways and unsusfaced roads should not be used for site access. lf It Is 
unavoidable, every effort slhould be made to ensure that the suiface will be maintained 
and restored to a surface mate,lal suitable fo, ho,ses after constructton of the solar farm. 
All alternative route for equestrians should be provided during construction to minim ise 
disruption and to ensure users' safety, which Includes not forcing them to use roads a.s 
the onty altematlve. 

Closur-es without alternative routes should be avoided and, If necessary, construction 
traffic managed to reduce the length of d osures, rather than an automatic blanket closure 
throughout the period of construction. 

Trenches for cables should not cross ot be laid along ,1ghts of way. If It Is unavoldable, 
authorisation wlU be requl,ed from the Highway Authority to dlstu,b the surface of the 
right of way. Acting without authorisation Is a criminal offence. The surface must be 
reinstated to a firm and safe condition within a set pe,lod, which should be as short as 
possible to minimise Inconvenience to users. If the surface Is not reinstated, the Authority 
can restore It and charge the cost to the landholder. The finish must be one that Is 
suitable for horse use. 

Damage to a good natural itesillent surface Is commonly a negative Impact of a 
development because It may not be possible to reinstate the surface, and yet another 
grass track Is lost. This can be avoided by careful planning, and using ho,lzontal 
dlrectlonal drilling to minim ise damage rather than dl,ect burial, which Increases damage, 
even though the cost may ll>e higher for ds"illlng. Damage from vehicles engaged In the 
cable-laying can also be minimised by using tempo,ary protective tracks on which the 
vehicles run, but which are removed to leave minimal Impact on the surface. 
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Whon r'C11:-pondlng to a pi.a.no.Ing appllcatlon for a i:olar farm, alwayi: COll!:ldor- thG cablG 

routing and Its Impact on bridleways and byways, It Is often missed and the damage to 
susfaces can be very disadvantageous to equestrians, especially where not reinstated or 
where replaced by a sealed surface. 

There wlll be noise during construction, particularly from pUe driving, which Is unpleasant, 
but Its temporary nature means It Is not usually a material planning consideration 
requMng conttol. 

Drainage 
Drainage provision for the radically changed su(face of a solar farm compared with 
gr-eenfleld land must be taken Into account to prevent potentially serious detrimental 
effects on equestrian routes on and Immediately adjacent to the site and for some 
distance away, depending on drainage pattems, outflow and the terrain. 

Hard surfaces create a very different drainage situation from an open field as run-off Is 
Immediate and much higher In volume. The extensive surface area of the panels could 
slgnlflcantly change the nature of the drainage. Existing drainage may not be adequate to 
cope with the changed run-off and a holding pond may be required. New drainage to 
protect equestrian routes Is essential to ensure they are not affected. This must be 
considered well beyond the site Itself so that ftash flood damage does not occur. 

Equally, land which has a higher density of natural vegetation because not cultivated, 
heavlly grazed or treated with pestld de may be able to absorb mote water, therefore 
reducing speed and Immediate volume of runoff from the site. 

The effect of the construction process and vehlc.tJlar access on drainage should also be 
considered. LevelUng a stte, sou sttlpplng, trenching fot cables, compaction and creating 
access ttacks wlU au affect the drainage of the site and should be carefully provided for In 
the construction phase so that there Is no adverse effect on equestrian routes. 

Haro sur1ae1ng routes wn1cn currently nave an aaequate natural sur1ace snou10 not De me 
automatic answer; It Is usually better to preserve the existing surface by attention to 
drainage. However, the existing surface and potential future use should be taken Into 
account and the opportunity for upgrading the surface with a finish suitable for horse use 
should be taken If appropriate. 

Fencing 
Solar farms are valuable Investments with material that Is vulnerable to crime. They may 
be fenced to above head height fO( security. lf bridleways°' byways are alongside or 
through sites, care must be taken not to create a narrow corridor. Fencing can be 
Intimidating, especially at this height, and create a need for vegetation control, or, If solid, 
create a drainage or poached surface problem by preventing light and air reaching the 
susface. A narrow corridor may also potentially create conflict from users being confined 
to a corridor, with no 'escape space' from a threat as would be the case with an open 
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rie1a. llle neeo to maintain adjacent neages ana surrace veg etat1on so as not to rurmer 
reduce the available width should also be considered, as well as vehicular access for 
maintenance If a ppropriate. 

A minimum use:able width of 4m between fences Is required, which usualty means 
fencing at no less than a Sm corridor, Irrespective of any recor'ded width of the bridleway 
or byway, with vegetation cut through the full width. This m itigates the endosed effect of 
the corridor of the right of way. 

Where a bridleway or byway has been previously unfenced, it Is likely that the used width 
has been at least 4m as users do not risk passing each othe, more closely than necessary, 
particularly on multi-use routes where hor'Ses, bicycles, pedestrians and dogs may be 
Involved. 

use of open mesh fencing Is preferable to dose boarding or metal palisade-type fencing 
with sharp points on top. The latter two are much m°'e lnttuslve In the landscape so 
should not be permitted In a rural location; they also cteate unpleasant and Intimidating 
alleys, even If relatively wide, In any location. Metal palisade fencing with spikes on top 
should be avoided as Its rigidity and sharp edges are danger:ous and have safety 
Implications for riders. While It may be above head height fo, a pedestrian, Its top Is likely 
to be at or below chest height for a rider' and serious Injury Is llkely should a rider be 
thrown onto Or' against such a fence. 

Security 
There may be a wish to resttlct vehicle access to the site to minimise theft or vandalism. 
Anti-vehicle barr iers cannot be authorised on bridleways or byways for the purpose of 
security, only to control livestock or to safeguard users of the right of way. The site must 
therefore only be permitted If It can be secured without affecting brldleways1 byways or 
roads. On permissive paths, barriers should conform to BHS Advice on gaps, gates and 
vehicle barriers t o ensur'e safety of users. 

Alternative or additional access 
Large developments are opportunities for Increasing access, particularly those which 
conttlbute to community funds. There may be chance to upgrade a footpath to bridleway 
or to gain an addltlooal route. Even very short links can have Important effects by 
enabling greater or safer use of existing routes In an area. 

It should not be necessary to dtvert a bridleway or restricted byway (a byway open to all 
traffic cannot be diverted under normal circumstances) as ar'rays can be arranged around 
the route. However, this could significantly reduce the number of panels that can be 
accommodated and ther'e may be a proposal to divert a rout,e to the edge of the site. Jn 
some ca.ses, this may be acceptable If It provides a m°'e ad..,antageous route, but not If It 
Is less convenient or attractive to users. Diversions should be avoided, unless the proposal 
Is more desirable than the existing route a.s the solar farm Is a temp°'a.ry structure. lf It Is 
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essential to divert a convenient route, consideration should be given to It reverting to the 
original line on expiry of the planning permission for the solar farm. 

Planning conditions 
Wher-e a solar farm Is proposed, conditions can be Imposed on planning permission to 
ensure the points above are Included. The prlma,y ones are: 

• Routes for constructions ttaffic should avoid passing along or across equestrian 
routes, lndudlng byways and bridleways. Wher-e such use Is unavoidable, provision 
of safe altem atlves for the duration of the development, or protection of the 
equestrian access, should be In place. 

• Existing bridleways, byways or other highways across the land should be p(Ovlded 
for at no less than Sm width between fences. 

• Inverter housing should be constructed to avoid sound transmission and sited a.way 
from bs'ldleways and byways to ensure opera.ttona.l noise and maintenance Is at a. 
distance. 

• Addltlonal opportunities fO( equesttlan access should be considered. 

Battery storage 
Some sola, farms may be associated with battery storage as well as feeding Into the 
Natlonal Grid. Sltlng of ba.tte,les should be conslder-ed carefully In ,elation to bs'ldleways 
a.nd byways because of the fl,e ,1sk. Apart from the Immediate health and safety risk, 
such fires are very difficult to control, produce high levels of toxtns, so d osur-e of au public 
access may be ,equls'ed. I n addition, access routes may be severely damaged by 
operations to attend the fire. 

If this Is a. saved o, p,lnted copy, please check bhs.org.uk/accessadvlce for the latest 
version (date top of page 2). 
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